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steps to suppress these. They work the 
greatest injury to the reputable art 
trade. The Ford- Ruthrauff matter is 
of a dififerent nature, but it has none 
the less a serious side. 
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The office of the AMERICAN ART 
J*EWS is naw prepared to procure for pat- 
rons and readers expert opinion at a nom- 
inal rate on pictures or art objects, to attend 
to the buying, restoration, framing, clean- 
ing and varnishing of pictures, and to repair 
art objects, at reasonabJ.e rates. 



In the interest of our reziders, and in order 
to facilitate business^ we are prepared to 
publish in our advertising columns, special 
notices of pictures and otter art works, with 
reference to the individual desire of any 
owner or buyer to sell or purchase any par- 
ticular example. 



A FURNITURE REVIVAL 

The feature of the art auction and 
private sale business thus far this season 
would appear to be a revival in old Eng- 
lish furniture, which has been constant- 
ly growing in demand among American 
house owners, architects and art lovers 
the past few years. We call attention in 
another column to a notable display at the 
Plaza Hotel of unique specimens of early 
English furniture, and of two auction 
sales of the cabinetry of the great periods 
during which these beautiful and artistic 
makes were produced. The coming sale 
also of the remarkable collection, .of. early 
English furniture formed by Mr. Thos. 
B. Clarke, gives an added opportunity 
for the study and securing of rarely 
beautiful specimens of Britain's "Old 
Masters" of cabinetry. 
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.ART FRAUDS SHOULD CEASE. 

• The stories • of two suits tliis week, 
b^isedupon alfeged fraud, while not- pleas- 
ant reading to the art trade, should be as 
instructive as they, are significant. The 
Gontinuailce of . f rattdulent practices in 
art dealing, with -resultant constant public 
exposures, . is most injurious, not only to 
tlie aft- business, but to the progress and 
future of art in America, and it is about 
time that "stuflf^d" auction sales, and the 
handHng oi forged or "fake" pictures and 
art objects should be stopped by the most 
severe punishment permitted by the law. 
If Mr. Cl^k^: can prove his case 
against Mrs. Mary Bacon Ford and Mr.' 
G, C. Ruthraufif, an-d Mr. Eugene Zim- 
rtierman can collect the damages to which 
he claiiins he is entitled, and:. to which, on 
his testimony, it would seem that he is en- 
titled, it would seem to us that the de- 
fendants in both cases should not only be 
Obliged to make restitution, but should 
be subjected to the severest condfemnation 
by all rejiutable dealers and persons con- 
i^ected with tlie drt business. There are 
far toor many ."fake" art auctions- and 
"stufifed" art sales held in this city, and 
it is about time that the authorities took 



ANOTHER OLD MASTER HERE. 

The portrait of Prince Maurice, repro- 
duced in this issue, was recently imported 
to this country. Prince Maurice of Bo- 
hemia, brother of Prince Rupert, was 
the son of Elizabeth, the sister of Charles 
I., and the daughter of James I. She be- 
came Queen of Bohemia, and the Hont- 
horist brothers, Gerard and Willem, 
were her favorite portrait painters. Wil- 
lem was born in Utrecht in 1604, and 
was largely the pupil of his brother, 
Gerard. Louise Henriette summoned 
him to Berlin in 1646, where he became 
Court Painter. 



MORAN ON AMERICAN ART. 

Thomas Moran, dean of American 
landscape painters, said in a recent ad- 
dress in Chicago: "It is surprising how 
little American is American art. The 
Chicago Art Institute is an exhibition of 
art which is anything but American, and 
this is a criticism not of the Art Insti- 
tute, but of the American painter." 

"It is not necessary to go to Europe 
to learn to paint," he said. "Our artists 
go over there and acquire a French or a 
Dutch or an Italian style, and as a result 
our paintings are not at all American. 
We hope that this visit may be the be- 
ginning of a new school of American 
painters. The effect must be a greater 
love for portraying American scenery. It 
will Americanize the artists and cliange 
the tendency. Let the Dutchman paint 
his HoUand, and let the Frenchman 
paint France, but when an American ar- 
tist wants to paint Switzerland, let Mm 
gO into the American mountains to do 
it. They are more beautiful." . 



BLUM MURALS SAFE. 

The mural decorations bf Mendelssohn 
Hall by the late Robert Blum, "Music" 
and "The Dance," which so adorn 
the interior of that building, were happily 
painted on canvas, and are the property 
of the Alfred Corning Clarke estate, so 
that they will not be destroyed when the 
building is torn down next spring. Their 
disposition has not yet been decided upon. 



"The Mexicari Muleeter," by Leslie 
Lee, has been sold to the City Aft Mu- 
seum, St. Louis, by the Fofeom Gal- 
leries ; al^o two drawings from the 
"Sheepshearing" series by Walter 
ShTrlaw. 



John La Farge. 

John La Farge, the veteran Ameri- 
can decorative, mural and figure paint- 
er, one of the strongest of American 
artists, and who is ranked by some of 
his more enthusiastic admirers as sec- 
ond only to Puvis . de Chavannes 
among modern mural decorative- ar- 
tists, died at the Butler Hospital, 
Providence, R. I., on Monday evening 
last. While his death was directly due 
at the last to a complication of heart 
and kidney disease, he had been almost 
an invalid for some months past, and 
during a long .and busy life was much 
of the time a sufferer from nervous 
troubles. In fact only his will and in- 
domitable spirit kept Jiim alive and at 
work during the past ten years. 

John La Farge was born in New 
York March 31, 1835, so that he was 
in his seventy-sixth year at his death. 
His father was a French- naval officer, 
who escaped from the San Domingo 
revolution and safely reached Philadel- 
phia. His mother was a Miss Binsse 
de St. Victor, the daughter of a San 
Domingo French planter, and his 
grandmother a sister of Victor Bancel, 
who once kept a military school in 
New York. The grandfather painted 
miniatures after his removal to Phila- 
delphia, taught young La Farge to 
draw and afterwards sent hipi to Paris, 
where he entered the studio of Couture. 
That great painter saw at once that 
the youth had original ideas and told 
him to work by himself and follow his 
own tastes. This La Farge did, made 
drawings from works of Correggio, 
Leonardo and other old masters, and af- 
terwards studied the works of Rem- 
brandt, and. in Munich, Dresden and 
London. Then he returned to New 
York and entered a lawyer's office. 
He. was not in sympathy with the Hud- 
soi^ River _seh9jol-Qf painting of the day, 
aind sOo'il became influenced by William 
M. Hunt, whom he followed to New- 
port, where, in 1860, he married Miss 
Margaret Perry, a great-granddaughter 
of Benjamin Franklin, and a grand- 
daughter, of Commodore Matthew 
Perry. 

After the production of some noted 
canvases, following his marriage, his 
first opportunity to make a name came 
when he was asked to paint some 
murals for Trinity Church, Boston, de- 
signed by the great architect, Richard- 
son. Then followed his decorations for 
St. Thomas' Church, New York, un- 
; happily destroyed in the burning of 
that edifice, and later his crowning re- 
ligious mural in the Church of the As- 
cension, New York. 

His work in glass, which many critics 
; consider his best achievement, began 
in the late eighties. He invented the 
new methods in stained and composite 
glass work, known as the "American" 
in Europe, which in a way changed 
and reformed the entire art of the glass 
stainer, from the rriakin^ of the new 
glass by new methods, to the painting 
of the same. He executed, or designed 
arid partly executed,- himself some re- 
markable windows, notably the Battle 
window in' Memorial Hall at Harvard 
and the Peacock wmd'ow. in the Wor- 
cester Museum. The last has. the effect 
of cloisonne and is technically a riiasf er- 
piece,. being made of thin rnetal fila- 
rhents ftised to the glass and plate on 
both sides. 

La Farge visited Japan in 1886, 
which visit gave a new inspiration to 
his art and his rare sense of coloi* and 
decoration. It also produced the "Let- 
ters from an Artist in Japan," which 
appeared in the Century" Magazine. 
Later he renewed his art inspiration in 
a visit tO' the Samoan. islands, whiich- 




I THE LATE JOHN LA FARGE. 

By Wilton Lockwood. 
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■resulted in a series of really .wonderful 
I transcriptions of the flashing seas and 
vivid coloring: of those "Purple Isles 
of Eden." -^ 

He was ^admitted to the National 
Academy in''¥S69, was president of the 
Society of American Artists when it 
amalgamated with the Academy, presi- 
dent of the Society of Mural Painters, 
honorary member of the American In- 
stitute of Architects, and an officer of 
the Legion of Honor. He retained a 
residence in Newport as weir as in 
New York and kept his studio here in 
the old Tenth street building. He was 
an inveterate collector of objects of art 
of many kinds and was particularly in- 
terested in the art of Japan. La Farge 
is survived by his wife, three daughters 
and four sons. The three daughters 
are Mrs. William Claxton of Philadel- 
phia, Mrs. Edward H. Childs, the wife 
of a lawyer of this city, and an un- 
married daughter, Frances. The sons 
are C. Grani: La Farge, -president of 
the Architectural League of thiis city; 
Bancel, an artist, who lives in Switzer- 
land ; Oliver Hazard Perry, a Seattle 
banker, and John, a Jesuit priest, now 
attached to the Vatican. 

While he wrote intelligently on art 
subjects and his earlier literary work 
had sprightliness and charm, his later 
writing was rather labored, and if it 
must be said, at times, dull. His later 
style was an involved one and his last 
work of importance on the Barbizori 
and modern French painters, while it 
has been loudly acclaimed, is not easy 
reading, and is rather a series of ramb- 
ling Veflections of a man past his prime. 

But the genius and abilities of the 
artist triumphed over the infirmities of 
temperament and' body, and he passes 
full of. years and honors, to follow too 
soon.Winslow Homer, his fellow great 
American painter. . . 



Julius J. Exner. 

Prof. Julius J, . Exner, the Danish 
painter, died in Copenhagen Nov. 15. He 
was born in Copenhagen. in i825-and._was 
a graduate of the art school thefe... In 
1876, after studying abroad, ;he was rqade 
professor of painting ' in tne Kunstaka- 
demie at Copenhagen. 

Among his best known works .are 
"Seamen at Labor," "The Country Wed- 
ding," "The Visit to the Sickhed" and 
"The Little Convalescent." 



ARTS AND CRAFTS DISPLAY. 

The fourth anniual exhibition of arts 
asnd crafts, under the auspices of the Na-' 
tional Society of Criaiftsmeri, will open at 
the gallferies of the National Arts Club 
December 7, remaining open until De- 
cember 30. There is every indication 
that this exhibition will be a particularly 
large and good one. 



